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Hw do you create a thirst and
hunger for knowledge about one’s
culture and heritage, while making it
a fun and engaging experience for the
participants and the spectators alike?
Try designing it around an interna-
tional competitive sporting event

founded by the ancient Greeks!

Utilizing study material prepared
and provided by BFDI for
training and conditioning
purposes, elementary,

middle and high school

students engaged in 6 to 11

weeks of intensive study of
African-American history.

Guided and supported by

BFDI staff members and
community volunteers, each
school hosted an in-school compe-
tition, and qualifying teams repre-
sented their school at the City-Wide
Competition, known as the “African-
Centered Olympics” on March
13, 2008 at the Eastern Campus of
Wayne County Community College.

Perhaps one of the most celebrated
positive youth development initia-
tives of BFDI, the competition has
consistently instilled a greater sense
of self-confidence and self-esteem
among students who participate.
Grouped into competi-

tive teams, participating students
were fielded questions before an audi-
ence of family, friends, staff and the
general community.

The African-Centered Olympics
provides an opportunity for young
people to enhance their cultural

awareness and develop social skills
such as cooperative learning and
teamwork. Participants celebrate both
individual and shared success.

The 2008 event involved the initial
participation of over 140 students
from six Detroit schools and one
community organization. Fifty-five
students advanced to represent their
schools at the city-wide competi-
tion. Gabriel Richard Elementary/

Middle School, Hope Academy,

Academi

Malcolm X Academy, Southeastern
High School, Pershing High School,
Denby Technical and Preparatory
High School and Alkebu-Lan Village

featured competing teams.

The 2008 Champions in the elemen-
tary, middle, and high school catego-
ries were: Malcolm X Academy, led by
Mama Kimberly Jackson, who placed
first at both the elementary and
middle school levels. Denby

High School’s team, led by

Ms. Tenisha Manningham,

placed first at the high

school level.

Malcolm X Academy has
participated in the African-
Centered Olympics since its
inception in 2003. Year after year,
the school takes first place in either
the elementary or middle school.
However, for the first time, Malcolm
X Academy placed first at both the
elementary and middle school level.
The commitment of the students,
their parents, and the support of the
school are all cited as keys to their
success.

All participants received a scholarship
medal. Championship teams received
a school trophy, an individual trophy
and a cash award.
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PARENTING TIP

continued from page 4

The center also includes a large video
projection area and gaming stations for
Xbox 360, Playstation 3 and Nintendo
Wii tournaments. For additional infor-
mation on the H.Y.PE. program, parents

may phone 313. 833.4791.

Access to Arts, Culture and
Science: MAP, the Museum
Adventure Pass

Detroit Public Library

5201 Woodward Ave.
Detroit, M1, 48202

Launched in the Fall of 2007, the Museum
Adventure Pass (MAP) program allows
families to obtain free passes to 25 metro-
politan Detroit area museums. MAP is a
partnership between public libraries and
museums in Wayne, Oakland, Washt-
enaw, Livingston, St. Clair and Macomb
counties. The program is sponsored by
Macy’s, the Library of Michigan Founda-
tion, and the Cultural Alliance of South-
eastern Michigan. The passes are available
for check-out at the Detroit Main Library
and every branch library in Detroit.
Patrons of the Detroit Public Library who
possess a library card in good standing
are able to check-out a free admis-
sion pass which is good for 7 days, and

admits either 2 or 4 people depending
on the museum. Included among the
participating museums are The Motown
Museum, Charles H. Wright Museum of
African American History, The Children’s
Museum, The Detroit Institute of Arts
and The Detroit Historical Museum. For
additional information, contact or visit
the library branch in your community

or log on to: www.detroitadventurepass.
org for further details about the program.

YouthVille Detroit
7375 Woodward
Detroit, MI 48202

Youthville promotes a holistic and inte-
grated approach to youth development
by enhancing emotional, social, phys-
ical, mental and academic well-being by
providing direct programs and research.
In partnership with over 10 youth serving
organizations, YouthVille allows young
people to explore six core areas of interest:
Technology, Leadership, Health and
Fitness, Music, Education and Culture
and Fine Arts.

For six weeks beginning June 23, 2008,
YouthVille will offer 36 summer enrich-
ment classes/workshops, many of which
are free of charge. However, youth must
enroll as a YouthVille member - $25.00
annually to participate in any activi-

ties at YouthVille Detroit. They must
also meet the age requirements for each
class. Among the classes offered- Jewelry
Making; Archery Camp; Ceramics Camp;
Spoken Word; Etiquette for Young Men
and Women; Graphic Design; Game
Design and Instrumental Music
Camp. Parents of youth inter-
ested in participating in

the program activi-

ties, should phone
313.309.1300.

Parents may also

visit the website

for a full program -‘_-

description
— www.detro

ityouth.org. ‘ ‘
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Community
Based
Initiatives

For parents who seek to

instill a sense of commu-

nity pride, there is the

opportunity to develop projects

that engage young people where they
live. Projects that benefit the community
in terms of enhancing the physical appear-
ance, promoting safety, and assisting
those in need are ideal to consider. Parents
working in partnership with other parents

in the neighborhood or on their block

might consider supporting youth with

developing community flower gardens,

a much needed clean-up effort and/or

assisting elderly residents with minor

errands, chores or tasks such as lawn care,

etc. These projects could possibly

- earn students community

service credits once

they return to school

in the Fall. Parents

and students

T should keep a

log of services

performed,

for whom and

the number

of hours

involved. In

‘ the instance

/ of a visual

impact project

‘ such as a beauti-

fication or clean-

up project, consider

capturing the activity

with before and after

photographs to include in

a final report/assessment of the effort.

Parents should at all times be involved

in the overall supervision of the project

to ensure the safety and well-being of the
youth involved is a priority.
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Black Family Development, Inc. is accredited by CARE
Funding sources include:

City of Detroit Department of Human Services, City of Detroit Department of Health and Wellness Promotion,
Bureau of Substance Abuse, Prevention, Treatment and Recovery (DHWP-BSAPTR), Kresge Foundation, Southeast Michigan Community Alliance-(SEMCA),

State of Michigan Department of Human Services with specific funding from Wayne County,

State of Michigan Department of Human Services/ The Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, State of Michigan Department of Community Health,
The Skillman Foundation, United States Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau, United Way for Southeastern Michigan,

Wayne County Department of Children and Family Services
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