


 

To strengthen and enhance the lives of   

children, youth, and families through  

partnerships that support safe,  

nurturing, vibrant homes and communities.  



Celebrating 30 Years of Service Celebrating 30 Years of Service Celebrating 30 Years of Service Celebrating 30 Years of Service     
 

On behalf of the consumers, staff, and Board of Directors of Black Family Development, Inc. 

(BFDI), it is a pleasure to welcome you to our 2008 Annual Meeting.  This is a special occa-

sion to pause and recognize the achievements of 2008, as we celebrated 30 years of strength-

ening and preserving families.  Two-thousand eight (2008) was also a time of  

reflection on accomplishments and a renewal of our commitment to meet the needs of those 

served in innovative and creative ways. 

 

While celebrating the significance of our three decade milestone, BFDI also celebrated its 

value centered legacy, mission focus, and flexibility in adapting to change.   

 

For 30 years, Black Family Development, Inc. has sustained its core social values of 

strengthening and enhancing the lives of children, youth, families, and communities.  We 

have maintained our responsiveness to consumer needs and desires, and have continued to 

advocate for policies and services to meet consumer needs. 

 

Under the visionary leadership of our Board of Directors, the organization continues to em-

brace strategic innovations based on consumer input and data driven market trends.  Our 

core value of strengthening and enhancing the lives of families is always infused into innova-

tive strategies. 

 

As we forecast environmental trends, we are remaining clearly focused in a complex,  

challenging, and volatile environment, influenced by fiscal uncertainty. It is unquestionable 

that we have raised the bar on our advocacy efforts to ensure a balance between the needs of 

children, youth and families, and the funders’ values in the prioritizing of  

seemingly scarce resources. 

 

It is through the development and re-engineering of business practices and service delivery 

that efficient and effective outcomes are achieved.  These measurable outcomes have posi-

tioned the organization to not only remain a going concern and advance the mission, but to 

advance its competitive edge as well.  Black Family Development, Inc. remains an ongoing 

and growing concern in the community, on behalf of children and families. 
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It is our pleasure to recognize the contributions  
of our Foster Parents at our Annual Meeting.  
 We recognize their significant contributions  

in advancing the mission of the organization and  
making a difference in the lives of those whom we serve. 
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Black Family Development, Inc. 

Thanks and Appreciates All of our Funding Sources for the Year 2008  

♦  City of Detroit Department of Human Services 

♦  City of Detroit Department of Health and Wellness Promotion 

                       Bureau of Substance Abuse, Prevention, Treatment and Recovery (DHWP-BSAPTR) 

♦  W.K. Kellogg Foundation  

♦  Kresge Foundation  

♦  Southeast Michigan Community Alliance-(SEMCA) 

♦  State of Michigan Department of Human Services with specific  

                        funding from Wayne County  

♦  State of Michigan Department of Human Services/ The Jim Casey Youth  

                        Opportunities Initiative 

♦  State of Michigan Department of Community Health  

♦  The Skillman Foundation  

♦  United Way for Southeastern Michigan  

♦      Wayne County Department of Children and Family Services 
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    Robert Thornton, President                          Gloria Larkins, Vice President 
                          William Ross, Secretary                                Damon L. White, Treasurer 
                                                           Mark Sanford, Member-at-Large  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


